
“Concerning the Milford Teachers Association and the Reopening of Schools” 

 

First, we want to thank our students’ parents and guardians who have supported our efforts 

during hybrid and remote learning. We understand that these learning methods have been very 

disruptive to your home lives, and we know that there have been many difficulties in having your 

students home while learning. We appreciate your patience and willingness to support us as we 

modify our methods so that we can keep everyone safe while still providing a sound education.  

 

Many people have been questioning our stance since our appearance at the last School 

Committee meeting. We want to clarify a few important points in order to help parents and the 

community understand the Association’s position.  

 

The union wants to see schools reopened safely. Milford was one of the first districts in 

the Commonwealth to return to in-person instruction at the start of the school year, and 

that was a direct result of the teachers wanting to resume in-person instruction as soon as 

possible. Recently, the Association asked the School Committee to delay hybrid 

reopening until after February vacation (so two weeks more than planned) because the 

town experienced two weeks of positivity rates over 10%. (See the addendum for 

evidence and justification for our position). We were all very relieved to see the numbers 

go down for the second week in a row last Thursday. We are hopeful that the trend will 

continue even after the break.  

 

Even though school is not opened fully, teachers are working very hard to educate 

the children of Milford. Teachers have all been working harder than ever--for the vast 

majority of teachers this will be the most difficult year they’ll face in their careers. 

Anyone who teaches or is familiar with the teaching profession knows that remote and 

hybrid instruction are significantly more difficult than in-person instruction. Even though 

the work has been very difficult, we still keep our students’ education at the forefront. In 

fact, teachers in grade 5-12 were recently given the option to room and zoom two days 

per week or four days per week. By an overwhelming majority, we chose four days per 

week. The reason most frequently given was that it would be better for the students and 

their education.   

 

Teachers did not want the modified hybrid half-day. The Association advocated to 

stay remote until the numbers came down to a more acceptable level because it was the 

safest way and because it gave students the most consistency and time on learning. We 

also understood that if we opened with numbers as high as they were, we ran the risk of 

having to shut down again. We reopened one program (sub-separate) on January 4th and 

6 of the 7 classes had to be quarantined within three weeks.  

 

The teachers are the union. Over 80 percent of the members who responded to our 

survey supported asking the School Committee to pause the reopening of schools until 

after February break.  

 



The union is not making any demands for hazard pay or student vaccination as a 

prerequisite to full reopening, and has never advocated for hybrid learning next 

school year. The Association has and will continue to bargain in good faith, with the goal 

of bringing students and teachers back to school as early as safely possible.  

 

We’d like to close by urging members of the community not to be swayed by rhetoric appearing 

on social media sites. We assure everyone that the Milford Teachers Association is doing its 

utmost to bring our students back as quickly and safely as possible, and we have nothing but the 

very best intentions for the students and teachers at heart. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Nicholas Molinari, President 

Cherie Peterson, Vice President 

Alexis Forgit, Treasurer 

Johanna Roy, Secretary 

Sara Costigan, Negotiator at Large 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Important Sources and Excerpts Concerning Covid Community Infection Rates and In-Person 

Schooling” 

Nicholas J. Molinari, Ph.D.  

Center for Disease Control and Prevention, “Operating schools during COVID-19: CDC's 

Considerations,” Accessed February 3 (2021) at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html 

  

“It is also critically important to develop strategies that can be revised and  

adapted depending on the level of viral transmission in the school and throughout 

the community, as this may change rapidly.” (emphasis added) 

 

 Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School for Public Health, “How should we be thinking about schools  

reopening?” (Accessed Feb. 4th, 2021, from  

https://www.jhsph.edu/covid-19/questions-and-answers/index.html?#reopening ) 

 

“The biggest factor determining risk in schools is what the virus is doing  

outside of them.” 

Margaret A. Honein, Lisa C. Barrios, and John T. Brooks, “Data and Policy to Guide Opening 

Schools Safely to Limit the Spread of SARS-CoV-2 Infection,” JAMA, Published online 

January 26, 2021. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.0374 

  

“Preventing transmission in school settings will require addressing and reducing 

levels of transmission in the surrounding communities through policies to 

interrupt transmission (e.g., restricti ons on indoor dining at restaurants).” 

(emphasis added) 

“Staff and students should continue to have options for online education, 

particularly those at increased risk of severe illness or death if infected with 

SARS-CoV-2.” 

D. Li, E.Z. Lin, M.A. Brault, J. Paquette, S.H. Vermund, K.J.G. Pollitt, “Reopening Schools 

After a Novel Coronavirus Surge,” in N. Rezaei (Ed.), Coronavirus disease (COVID--19) 

(Edition 1, Volume 1306, 2021) Springer International Publishing. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-

030-63761-3 
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“We recommend virtual online learning in communities where viral transmission 

is high.” (emphasis added) 

YaleNews, “Child care not associated with spread of COVID-19, Yale study finds” (October 16,  

2020): 

“The main factors in whether a child care worker got sick were the overall level of 

community transmission in the county where they lived, and race/ethnicity — with 

Black, Latino, and Native American people more likely to test positive or be 

hospitalized.” (emphasis added) 

“Middle schools and high schools may have hundreds of people in a building — 

and typically, moving from class to class. Those factors alone make K-12 schools 

very different from child care programs.” (emphasis added) 

 Trisha Korioth, “COVID-19 Response Team discusses reopening schools, pediatric vaccine 

trials,” American Academy of Pediatrics News (January 29th, 2021), accessed here: 

https://www.aappublications.org/news/2021/01/29/covid19-response-team-

012921?cct=2287 

 

   “To be able to keep schools safe, it is vitally important that communities take all  

necessary measures to limit the spread broadly of SARS-CoV-2 throughout the 

community.” (emphasis added) 

“Adequate and timely COVID-19 testing resources must be accessible.” 

(emphasis added) 

“It is critically important to develop strategies that can be revised and adapted 

depending on the level of viral transmission and test positivity rate throughout the 

community and in the schools, recognizing the differences between school 

districts, including urban, suburban, and rural districts.” (emphasis added) 

“Although the AAP strongly advocates for in-person learning, the current 

widespread circulation of the virus will require jurisdictions to review the local 

data as well as the current evidence on transmission in schools to determine the 

feasibility of in-person instruction.” (emphasis added) 

“school administrators should acknowledge that COVID-19 policies are intended 

to mitigate, not eliminate, risk. No single action or set of actions will completely 

eliminate the risk of SARS-CoV-2 transmission, but implementation of several 

coordinated interventions can greatly reduce that risk.” 
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“Maximize physical distancing during lunch because of the need to remove face 

covering during eating.” (emphasis added) 

Dr. Jonathan Doris, the Assistant Medical Director at Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medical  

Center: 

“We know that teenagers get it. We know they get sick, and we know they spread 

it, and so we can’t generalize them into the same category as quote-unquote kids.” 

(emphasis added) 

Melissa Jenco, “Pediatric COVID-19 cases surpass record for a single week,” American  

Academy of Pediatrics News (January 19, 2021): 

 

“More than 211,000 COVID-19 cases in children and adolescents were reported  

[within the] last week, the most in a single week since the start of the pandemic.” 

National Center for Analysis of Longitudinal Data in Education Research: 

“Reopening schools in areas with higher caseloads, though, does spread the 

virus.” 

“But where pre-existing rates were higher, the risks of school opening were 

higher, too.” 

“Once you get to a certain point of community infection rates, it does look like 

being in-person … is associated with COVID spread in the community.” 

(emphasis added) 
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